The patient had had the condition since the age of 14. It started on the forehead and then spread to the front of the chest and gradually from there out to the two axillae, down the front of the abdomen on to the legs. When the case first came up it looked more like a very extensive seborrhceic eruption with small seborrhceic warts. There were no subjective symptoms, but the condition had got distinctly worse since the woman married three years ago. The exhibitor thought the case was one very similar in aspect to that figured in the Jacobi-Pringle atlas. A biopsy had been made, and sections kindly stained by Dr. Chipman were shown under a microscope. These showed the characteristic horny plug and the pseudo-sporosperms which have been described by Darier in this condition. The patient had had sulphur and salicylic acid ointinents in the way of treatment, and there was some improvement as regards the extremely greasy condition. Recently she had been applying vasogen iodine, 1 dr. to the ounce of liquid paraffin, and the exhibitor thought that the improvement had been more rapid under this. He would be glad of any further suggestions as to treatment. Her general health was normal.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. MAcLEOD said that there was great difficulty in accounting for the peculiar changes in the epidermis which characterize Darier's disease. They seemed to be caused by some interference with the process of cornification, and somewhat resembled those which occur in molluscum contagiosum. He wondered if the affection could be explained as an infective process on a seborrhceic soil.
The PRESIDENT agreed with Dr. MacLeod that it looked as if there was an infective process in the case.
